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Kim, Hyang-yi, Ssalbangirûl asinayo [Do you know Rice], Seoul: P’arangsaeôrini, 1998.
A bi-racial adopted Korean girl in the U.S. with the nickname “Rice” returns to Korea after 30
years and finds her childhood friend.
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Son, Yôn-ja, Kkamangmôri Chudi [Black-haired Judy], Seoul: Chisiksanôbsa, 1998.
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a different appearance.

Comic books
Pak, Kwang-su, Kwang-su saeng’gak [Kwang-su’s thoughts], Seoul: Sodam, 1998.
Among Kwang-su’s various comic strips dealing with different societal issues, also overseas
adoption turns up on two occasions.
Pak, Kwang-su, Kwang-su saeng’gak 2 [Kwang-su’s thoughts 2], Seoul: Sodam, 1998.
Again, Kwang-su deals with the adoption issue in one comic strip as he pleads for domestic
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Pak, Kyông-jin, Hanûl wiûi pada [The sky above the sea], Seoul: Sense Comics, 1999.
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2002.
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Chang Kil-su, Sujan Pûringk’û’ûi Arirang [Susanne Brink’s Arirang], Starmax, 1991.
Yu-suk is adopted to Sweden and grows up as Susanne Brink in an abusive adoptive home.
The movie depicts her hardships as an adopted Korean woman in Sweden and her return to
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Kim, Ki-dôk, Yasaengdongmul pohoguyôk [Wild animals], Starmax, 1997.
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Pak, Ch’ôl-su, Osêam [Oseam hermitage], Shin Han Production, 1990.
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Pak, Kwang-su, Pêrûl’lin rip’ot’û  [Berlin report], Mediart, 1991.
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Yi, Chang-su, Lôbû [Love], Youngsung, 1999.
Myông-su, a South Korean marathoner, visits the U.S. for a track race in Los Angeles, and
meets Jenny, an adopted Korean. Both haunted by painful memories, they slowly open up to
each other and start a relationship.



Novels
Yi, Yun-gi, Ppuriwa nalgae [Roots and wings], Seoul: Hyôndae munhak, 1998.
A novel about Sheenon, an adopted Korean in the U.S. who tries to navigate between the
American and the Korean cultures.
Yu, Hong-jong, Sûlp’ûn siinûi pada [Sea of a sad poet], Seoul: Changrakùi sosôl, 1994.
A story about a Korean man who visits Belgium and meets an adopted Korean woman.
Yu, U-jê, Sujan Pûringk’û’ûi Arirang [Susanne Brink´s Arirang], Seoul: MBC, 1990.
The novel about the adopted Korean Susanne Brink and her life in Sweden that was turned
into a movie one year later.
Yun, Chông-mo, Ttan nara yôin [A woman from another country], Seoul: Yôl’limwôn, 1999.
A novel about an adopted Korean woman in the U.S. who feels a lot of alienation and has
difficulties to love neither her adoptive mother nor her biological mother.

Plays
Bari – Ithyôjin chajang’ga [Barry – a forgotten lullaby], Seoul Art Group, 1998.
In this mixture of an opera and a musical, an adopted Korean man from the U.S. named Barry
Bauman returns to Korea and finds his biological mother.
Hayan yôro [White journey], Best Theater, 1994.
An adopted Korean man from the U.S. enrols in the army and returns to Korea as a soldier.
Sphinx, Aroongguji, 2002.
An adopted Korean from the U.S. returns to Korea and falls in love with his biological
mother. The script is loosely based on the Oedipus myth.

Songs
Chung Won Young, “Yông-mi Robinson”, in Yong Mi Robinson, Saehan Media, 1998.
This song describes the melancholic feelings of an adopted Korean woman in the U.S. who is
longing for love.
Clon, “Pôryôjin ai” [Abandoned child], in Funky together, Wooffer Entertaiment, 1999.
The song, dedicated to all adopted Koreans overseas, portrays an adopted Korean who cries
alone and longs for his Korean mother.
Moon Hee Jun, “Alone”, in Alone, Jeil Records, 2001.
The title song describes an adopted Korean’s inner feelings of loss, sorrow and confusion of
not knowing the reason behind the adoption.
The Red+, “Adaption”, in [red], Red Media, 1997.
A song about a disoriented female adoptee who dreams about introducing her boyfriend to her
biological mother.
Sinawe, “Ômôniûi ttang” [Motherland], in Haerangsa, Doremi Records, 1997.
The song is about an adopted Korean who feels physically different and lonely, and who cries
for help from the Motherland.
Sky, “Yôngwôn” [Eternity], in Final fantasy. The best is yet to come, Doremi Records, 1999.
This epic song tells the story about two brothers who were adopted to separate adoptive
homes in Canada, and how they meet as adults when one is a criminal and one a police agent.

TV dramas
SBS, Love [Sarang], 1998.
A drama about an adopted Korean man in France who meets a female American student and
tries to come to terms with his tragic past.
MBC, Hot’êl Riô [Hotel Rio], 2001.
T´ae-jun is working at a hotel, and suddenly one day he receives a message from his father
that he has an unknown sister who has been adopted to the U.S.



MBC, Saranghandamyôn [If you say that you love me], 1997.
A drama about Hyôk-jun who is sent abroad for adoption after his mother has remarried.
MBC, 1.5, 1996.
This drama is set among Korean immigrants in the U.S., and one is the adopted Korean Chin-
ho whose adoptive parents divorce, and who meets a female Korean student.
SBS, Yônôga toraol ttae [When the salmon returns], 1996.
Ûn-hyê is adopted to the U.S. at the age of five, and returns to Korea as Cheri Straw. She
meets Kang-jae, a journalist who is writing about the adoption issue. The two becomes a
couple, but Kang-jae’s mother is opposed to marriage and wants to know more about Cheri’s
past.

Number of articles on adoption in ten Korean newspapers, 1988-2002
Year CI DI HI HK JI KI KS MI MS SI Total
1988 3 2 2 4 1 12
1989 1 1 3 1 6
1990 19 5 17 4 12 7 12 11 6 93
1991 14 16 18 11 22 17 11 15 15 139
1992 19 18 16 11 15 14 12 21 20 146
1993 16 17 26 11 11 33 13 13 17 167
1994 43 31 29 30 26 45 24 29 27 284
1995 34 32 42 22 48 33 19 19 34 283
1996 61 40 82 28 50 62 59 6 30 49 467
1997 46 54 45 31 48 58 33 41 23 25 404
1998 36 54 37 32 30 49 38 30 28 27 361
1999 62 54 44 45 50 93 40 39 33 28 488
2000 82 64 62 64 79 198 49 64 61 63 786
2001 83 77 65 100 72 127 59 77 65 66 471
2002 97 85 50 92 67 97 104 80 59 61 792
Total 616 549 535 488 532 833 473 337 417 438 5218
Source: National Assembly Library 1988-89, KINDS 1990-2002

CI=Chosun Ilbo
DI=Dong-A Ilbo
HI=Hankook Ilbo
HK=Hankyoreh
JI=Joongang Ilbo
KI=Kookmin Ilbo
KS=Kyunghyang Shinmun
MI=Munhwa Ilbo
MS=Maeil Shinmun
SI=Segye Ilbo



Academic studies

Bae, Imho. 1993. “Understanding adjustment to life in the United States in terms of
different cultures focused on Korean-Americans living with natural parents and adopted
Koreans”. Sunsildae Sahoegwahakyôngu 11 (12): 15-28.

Bae, Jin Suk. 2003. Voices of adult Korean-born adoptees in the U.S.: The forma-
tion and transformation of their racial and ethnic identities. M.A.-thesis. Yonsei
University: Graduate School of International Studies.

Bagley, Christopher. 1993. International and transracial adoptions. A mental health
perspective. With Loretta Young and Anne Scully. Aldershot: Avebury.

Bergquist, Kathleen Leilani Ja Sook. 2000. Racial identity and ethnic identity in Ko-
rean adoptees. Ph.D.-dissertation. College of William and Mary: Department of
Counselor Education.

—  2003. “Diversity mascots: Considering the experiences of transracial international
adoptees”. Paper presented at the Diversity Conference 2003, University of Ha-waii,
Honolulu, February 14, 2003.

Ch’oe, Chi-ûn. 1998. Haeoeibyangin K’arinûi ilsaengûl t’onghae pon kidok’kyosa-
hoegyoyugûi kwajê yôngu [A study on the task of Christian social education
through Karin, a Korean adoptee]. M.A.-thesis. Hanshin University: Department of
Christian Education.

Chông, Chin-a. 2000. Haeoeibyang’inûi hanguk nae sahugwanri yog’guê kwanhan
yôngu [A study on the needs for post-adoption services among Koreans adopted
overseas]. M.A.-thesis. Soongsil University: Department of Social Work.

Choy, Catheringe Ceniza and Gregory Paul Choy. 2003. “Transformative terrains.
Korean adoptees and the social constructions of an American childhood”. In The
American child. A cultural studies reader, edited by Caroline F. Levander and Carol J.
Singley, 262-79. New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press.

Cole, Jill C. 1992. Perceptions of ethnic identity among Korean-born adoptees and
their Caucasian-American parents. Ph.D.-dissertation. Columbia University: Department
of Literacy, Intercultural and Language Education.

Des Jardins, Kunya S. 1996. Racial/Ethnic identity development and self concept in
adopted Korean women. Ph.D.-dissertation. Boston University: Department of Psychology.

Elmhorst, Jeanne. 2000. “Between two worlds: Communication strategies for managing
ethnic and family identity in adult Korean adoptees”. Paper presented at National
Communication Association Convention, Seattle, November 9-12, 2000.

Eng, David L. 2003. “Transnational adoption and queer diasporas”. Social Text 21 (Fall): 1-
37.

Feigelman, William and Arnold R. Silverman. 1983. Chosen children. New patterns
of adoptive relationships. New York: Praeger.

Freundlich, Madelyn and Joy Kim Lieberthal. 2000. The Gathering of the first gene-
ration of adult Korean adoptees: Adoptees’ perceptions of international adoption. New
York: Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute.

Fujimoto, Etsuko. 2001. Korean adoptees growing up in the United States: Negotia-
ting racial and ethnic identities in white America. Ph.D.-dissertation. Arizona State
University: Department of Sociology.

Gildea, Linda Ann. 1992. The academic achievement of adopted Korean children:
Factors of intellect and home educational environment. Ph.D.-dissertation. Boston
University: Department of Psychology.

Gilmer, Jody. 2001. Korean adoptees: Parental involvement and the experience of
ethnicity. M.A.-thesis. San Francisco State University: Department of Social Psychology.



Halifax, Juliette. 2001. L’insertion sociale des enfants adoptés  [Social integration of
     adopted children]. Dossiers et recherches number 98. Paris: Ined.
Harp, Amy. 1999. A life known and a history lost. M.A.-thesis. San Diego State Uni-

versity: Department of Communication.
Howell, Signe. 1999. ”The significance attributed to place of origin and 'roots' am-

ongst adoption 'experts' and transnationally adopted people”. Paper presented at the
International Conference on 35 years with Intercountry Adoption, Nordic Research
Conference, Gothenburg, Sweden, September 29, 2001.

Huh, Nam Soon. 1997. Korean children’s ethnic identity formation and understand-
ing of adoption. Ph.D.-dissertation. State University of New York: Department of Social
Work.

Huh, Nam Soon and William J. Reid. 2000. “Intercountry, transracial adoption and ethnic
     identity. A Korean example”. International Social Work 43 (1): 75-87.
Hübinette, Tobias. 2004. “The adopted Koreans and an identity in the Third Space”

Adoption & Fostering 28 (1): 16-24.
Hyon, Sonjia. 2004. “Constellations of home: Korean adoptees making place and

writing 'home' in cyperspace”. Paper presented at the 7th Annual Sociology and Committee
on Historical Studies Conference, New School University, New York, April 24, 2004.

Johnsen, Sunny. 2002. The creation and rise of KAD as a separate identity and na-
tion. Undergraduate term paper. Simon Fraser University: Department of Com-
munication.

Kim, Dong Soo. 1976. Intercountry adoptions: A study of self-concept of adolescentKorean
children who were adopted by American families. Ph.D.-dissertation. University of
Chicago: Department of Psychology.

— 1977. “How they fared in American homes: A follow-up study of adopted Korean
children”. Children Today 6 (2): 2-6, 36.

— 1978. “Issues in transracial and transcultural adoption”. Social Casework 59 (8):
477-486.

Kim, Eleana. 2000. “Korean adoptee auto-ethnography: Refashioning self, family
and finding community”. Visual Anthropology Review 16 (1): 43-70.

— 2003. “Wedding citizenship and culture: Korean adoptees and global family in Korea”.
Social Text 74 (Spring): 57-81.

— 2004a. “Gathering 'roots' and making history in the Korean adoptee community”. In Local
actions. Cultural activism, power, and public life in America, edited by Melissa Checker
and Maggie Fishman, 208-230. New York: Colombia Universi-ty Press.

— 2004b. “Korean adoptees’ role in the United States”. In Korean-Americans: Past, present,
and future, edited by Ilpyong J. Kim, 180-202. Elizabeth: Hollym International Corp.

Kim, Kyông-ju. 1998. Haeoeibyangingwa ch’inbumoûi man’namê kwanhan saryê-
yôngu [A case study on overseas adoptee’s reunion with birth parents]. M.A.-thesis. Ehwa
Woman’s University: Department of Social Work.

Kim, Peter S. 1980. “Behavior symptoms in three transracially adopted Asian chil-
dren: Diagnosis dilemma”. Child Welfare 59 (4): 213-224.

Kim, Wun Jung. 1993. “Adjustments of Korean children adopted by American and
European families”. Journal of Korean Neuropsychiatric Association 32 (5): 621-630.

— 1995. “International adoption: A case review of Korean children”. Child Psychiatry and
Human Development 25 (3): 141-154.

Kim, Wun Jung, Yee-Jin Shin and Michael P. Carey. 1999. “Comparison of Korean-
American adoptees and biological children of their adoptive parents: A pilot study”. Child
Psychiatry and Human Development 29 (3): 221-228.

Koh, Frances M. 1981. Oriental children in American homes. How do they adjust?.



Minneapolis: East West Press.
— 1995. Adopted from Asia. How it feels to grow up in America. Minneapolis: East West

Press.
Lee, David Clinton. 2000. Ethnic perspective-taking ability and ethnic attitudes in

development of Korean-born adoptee youth. Ph.D.-dissertation. University of Wisconsin:
Department of Counseling Psychology.

Lee, Josephine. 2004. “Asian America is in the heartland: Performing Korean adop-
tee experience”. In Asian North American identities beyond the hyphen, edited by Eleanor
Ty and Donald C. Goellnicht, 102-116. Bloomington: Indiana University Press.

Lee, Richard M., Hyung Chol Yoo and Sara Roberts. 2004. “The coming of age of
Korean adoptees: Ethnic identity development and psychological adjustment”. In Korean-
Americans: Past, present, and future, edited by Ilpyong J. Kim, 203-224. Elizabeth:
Hollym International Corp.

Lieberman, Kira. 2001. The process of racial and ethnic identity development and
search for self in adult Korean transracial adoptees. Ph.D.-dissertation. Massachusetts
School of Professional Psychology.

Lim, Jong-Yul. 1986. “An analytical study of the characterological responses of the
adoptive parents to their special circumstances”. Sahoemunhwayôngu 5 (3): 1-20.

Lydens, Lois Adele. 1988. A longitudinal study of crosscultural adoption: Identity
development among Asian adoptees at adolescence and early adulthood. Ph.D.-
dissertation. Northwestern University: School of Education and Social Policy.

Mackie, Elizabeth. 1999. I am Korean but: Race and identity formation among adult
Korean adoptees. Senior honor thesis. Brown University: Department of American
Civilization.

Massey, Roderick Duncan. 2000. Korean overseas adoptees. Identity crisis? Percep-
tions of returning adoptees and Korean state and society. M.A.-thesis. University of
Sheffield: School of East Asian Studies.

Maury, Françoise. 1999. L’adoption interraciale [Interracial adoption]. Paris: Édi-
tions l’Harmattan.

McGinnis, Hollee A. 1994. Transracially adopted Korean women in white families
of European descent: An exploration of ethnicity and race in America. B.A.-thesis. Mount
Holyoke College: Department of American Studies.

Meier, Dani Isaac. 1998. Loss and reclaimed lives: Cultural identity and place in
Korean-American intercountry adoptees. Ph.D.-dissertation. University of Minnesota:
Department of Geography.

— 1999. “Cultural identity and place in adult Korean-American intercountry adoptees”.
Adoption Quarterly 3 (1): 15-48.

Mullen, Mike. 1995. “Identity development of Korean adoptees”. In Reviewing Asi-
an America: Locating diversity, edited by Wendy L. Ng, Soo-Young Chin, Jam-es S. Moy
and Gary Y. Okihiro, 61-74. Pullman: Washington State University Press.

Noh Ahn, Helen. 1989. Identity development in Korean adolescent adoptees: Erik-
sonian ego identity and racial/ethnic identity. M.A.-thesis. University of California: School
of Social Welfare.

Palmer, John D. 2001. “Korean adopted young women: Gender bias, racial issues,
and educational implications”. In Research on the education of Asian Pacific Am-
ericans, edited by C. C. Park, A. Lin Goodwin and S. J. Lee, 177-204. Green-wich:
Information Age Publishing Inc.

Park, In Sun. 1994. Haeoeibyanginûi ppurich’atgiê kwanhan yôngu [A study on se-
arch of Korean adoptees]. Ph.D.-dissertation. Ehwa Woman’s University: Depart-
ment of Social Work.



— 1998. People who search/Ppurirûl ch’atnûn saramdûl. Seoul: Hana Medical Pub-
lishing.

Park, Soon Ho. 1994. Forced child migration: Korea-born intercountry adoptees in
the United States. Ph.D.-dissertation. University of Hawaii: Department of Geography.

— 1995. “Spatial distribution of Korea-born adoptees in the United States”. Journal
of the Korean Geographical Society 30 (4): 411-428.

Penner, Erica E. 1996. Comparative analysis of international child adoption prac-
tices and policies in Korea and China. M.A.-thesis. McGill University: School of Social
work.

Reader, Katherine Ann Genna. 1996. Adjustment characteristics and ego formation
of transracial Korean adoptees: A phenomenological study. Ph.D.-dissertation. The Union
Institute.

Register, Cheri. 1991. “Are those kids yours?”. American families with children ad-
opted from other countries. New York: Free Press.

Roe, So Yun. 1994. My husband’s families: Kinship in an international Korean
adoptive superextended family. M.A.-thesis. University of Southern California:
Department of Anthropology.

Rørbech, Mette. 1989. Mit land er Danmark. En undersøgelse af unge adopterede
fra Asien, Afrika og Latinamerika [My country is Denmark. An study of young adoptees
from Asia, Africa and Latin America]. Rapport 89: 14. Copenhagen:
Socialforskningsinstituttet.

Sarri, Rosemary C, Yeonoak Baik and Marti Bombyk. 1998. ”Goal displacement
and dependency in South Korean-United States intercountry adoption”. Children and
Youth Services Review 20 (1-2): 87-114.

Shui, Irene. 1999. Interracial adoption: A study in the formation of new identities.
Senior honor thesis. University of Pennsylvania: Department of Anthropology.

Simon, Rita J. and Howard Altstein. 1987. Transracial adoptees and their families:
A study of identity and commitment. New York: Praeger.

Sloth, Kirsten. 2001. “Presentation of Korean adoptee survey”. In Official report of
the Second International Gathering of Adult Korean Adoptees. August 9-12, 2001 – Oslo,
Norway, edited by Kirsten Sloth, 15-26. Copenhagen: The Korea Club.

Traver, Elizabeth Kim Jin. 2000. Dethroning invisibility: Talk stories of adult Ko-
rean adoptees. Ph.D.-dissertation. University of Denver: Department of Social Work.

Valk, Margaret A. 1957. Korean-American children in American adoptive homes.
New York: Child Welfare League of America.

Wickes, Kevin. 1993. Transracial adoption: Cultural identity and self-concept of
Korean adoptees. Ph.D.-dissertation. Ball State University: Department of Counseling
Psychology.

Wickes, Kevin L. and John R. Slate. 1996. “Transracial adoption of Koreans: A pre-
liminary study”. International Journal for the Advancement of Counselling 19: 187-195.

Wilkinson, Hei Sook Park. 1985. Birth is more than once. The inner word of adopt-
ed Korean children. Bloomfield Hills: Sunrise Ventures.

— 1995. “Psycholegal process and issues in international adoption”. American Journal of
Family Therapy 23 (2): 173-183.

Yi, Mi- sôn. 2001. Haeoeibyanginûi simrisahoejôgjôgûngê yônghyangûl mach’inûn
yoinû kwanhan yôngu [Research on the factors influencing the psycho-social adjustment of
overseas adoptees]. Ph.D.-dissertation. Seoul Women’s University: Department of Social
Work.

Yoon, Dong Pil. 2001.”Casual modelling predicting psychological adjustment of



Korean-born adolescent adoptees”. Journal of Human Behavior in the Social En-vironment
3 (3/4): 65-82.

Yu, Kyu-yong. 2002. “Haeoeibyanginûi chôngch’êsông’gwa ûisikê kwanhan yôngu
[A study on the identity and consciousness of overseas Korean adoptees]. Sook-
myung Journal of Child Study 15 (2): 107-133.


